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I etniniy tyrimdy institutas
A

e Since 2005, the Institute for Ethnic Studies has
performed annual public opinion polls to analyse
attitudes of Lithuania residents towards different
ethnic and social groups.

e The object of presentation is to present public
attitudes towards migrants and refugees in Lithuania
and to provide a comparative analysis of change in
societal attitudes in 2015-2017.



B
— etniniy tynmy institutas

 According to unofficial estimation, approximately
300-350 foreigners with refugee status or
subsidiary protection are residing in Lithuania.

* In 2015, 291 asylum applications have been
submitted in Lithuania; 17 asylum seekers have been

granted refugee status and 69 — subsidiary
protection.
° In 2016, due to more intense

relocation/resettlement processes, the number of
asylum seekers increased up to 425. 181 of them
received refugee status and 14 — subsidiary
protection.



1 etniniy tyrimuy institutas
—

* In 2017, 599 asylum applications have been
submitted; 280 foreigners received refugee
status whereas 13 received subsidiary
protection.

* In 2017 refugee status and subsidiary
protection were granted mostly for citizens of
Syria (201), Eritrea (26) and Iraq (14).



etniniy tyrimuy institutas

Public attitudes towards migrants and
refugees in Lithuania



(Un)willingness to live in the same neighborhood (2017, %)
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Unwillingness to live in the same neighborhood (2015-2017, %)
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(Un)willingness to work at the same workplace (2017, %)
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(Un)willingness to work at the same workplace (2015-2017, %)
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(Un)willingness to rent an apartment/ house (2017, %)
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How have Your attitudes changed during the past 5 years? (2017, %)
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What political decisions should Lithuanian Government adopt
regarding the arrival of refugees to Lithuania? (2015, %)

Strictly limit the number of incoming refugees

Lithuania should refuse to participate in the refugees
resettlement programme

Allow to immigrate only if there are employment opportunities

Allow to come for everybody who meet the requirements for
refugee status
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Would you agree or disagree that Lithuania would accept to live
the following groups of refugees and labor migrants from non-EU
countries? (2017, %)

Climate refugees Muslims

War refugees Muslims

Labour migrants from non-EU countries
Political refugees

Climate refugees Christians

War refugees Christians
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What are your attitudes towards the refugees from the following

countries (2017, %)?

Muslims from Iraq

Muslims from Syria

Muslims from Eritrea

Chechens from Russia

Confessors of another religion from Eritrea (not Muslims)
From Afghanistan

Confessors of another religion from Iraq (not Muslims)
Christians from Syria

From Russia

Tatars from Ukraine (Crimea)

From Ukraine

From Belarus
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (1)

Refugees will enrich cultural life of the country

80 75.1

70.2
20 67.6

60
50
40

30
24.3

21
20

0 8.2

15.2
. l :
: L L L

2017 2016 2015

B Agree/ Tend to agree than to disagree B Disagree/ Tend to disagree than agree EN/N



Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (2)

| wouldn't like that my children would study with refugees'
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (3)

Refugees are a vulnerable group, thus Lithuania must help them
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (4)

The State should pay more attention to refugees' integration
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (5)

Most of refugees who come to Lithuania are economic (labour)

migrants
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (6)

More social workers should be appointed who will work with the

refugees
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (7)

There are enough refugees in Lithuania and no more should be
allowed to come
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to
resettle 1105 refugees from Syria, Irag and Eritrea.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (8)

Refugees coming from a safe country should be immediately
deported from Lithuania
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to resettle 1105 refugees
from Syria, Iraq and Eritrea.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (9)

The number of refugees in Lithuania is increasing every year
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to resettle 1105 refugees
from Syria, Iraq and Eritrea.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (10)
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to resettle 1105 refugees

from Syria, Iraq and Eritrea.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (11)

Refugees in Lithuania may increase the level of crime
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Lithuania agreed with the proposal of European Commission to resettle 1105 refugees
from Syria, Iraq and Eritrea.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (12)

Refugees seek to use Lithuania as a transit country (not going to live here)
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What political decisions should Lithuanian government adopt regarding
refugees coming to Lithuania? Do you agree or disagree with the following
statements? (2017, %)

Strictly limit the number of incoming refugees

Lithuania should refuse to participate in the refugees'
resettlement programme

Allow to arrive just in case there are jobs for them

Allow to come for everybody who meets the requirements
for refugee status
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Lithuania should refuse to participate in the refugees' resettlement programme
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Do you agree or disagree that the refugees would be granted
the following religious rights in Lithuania (2017, %)?

To build places of worship

To wear religiously authorised clothing

To perform religious ceremonies publicly, e.g., pray, fasting
To register religious communities

To celebrate religious festival having a day-off

To receive food in compliance with religious norms (Chalal) in
public establishments (education, workplaces, prisons and
elsewhere)

Allow children not to attend physical education lessons in the pool

if there are children of both sexes in one group

To receive pastoral services in public institutions (e.g., hospital,
prison, etc.)
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Do you agree or disagree that refugees face difficulties in the
following areas (2017, %)

Difficulties because of not speaking Lithuanian
Difficulties in job search

Nobody wants to rent a flat

Negative public attitudes

Practicing their religion

Children education

Social services and support

Health care

Violence
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Do you agree or disagree for the following integration measures that would be
applied for refugees who live and are newly arrived in Lithuania (2017, %)

Organization of children education

Organization of Lithuanian language courses

Assistance for organising documents (residence permit, social
benefit, etc.)

Organization of qualification improvement courses

Free legal consultations

Equal rights for Lithuanian citizens and immigrants to receive
health care services

Equal rights for Lithuanian citizens and refugees

Equal rights for Lithuanian citizens and immigrants to receive
social support

Provision of social housing
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